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PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
SERBIAN INDIGENOUS VARIETY PROKUPAC BECOMES 

RECOGNIZED IN THE WORLD 
 

Belgrade - "Prokupac - born in Serbia" is the title of the conference held on October 15 to 
mark the sixth International Prokupac Day, organized by Vinska kultura and supported by 
USAID's Competitive Economy Project. With the presence of winemakers, wine experts, 
representatives of the wine industry, and wine lovers from seven countries in the region and 
the world, the focus was on this most important autochthonous grape variety of Serbia, its 
potential, and the terroir of domestic vineyards. The participants exchanged knowledge and 
experiences about the viticultural, technological, and market potentials of Prokupac and the 
development of the wine industry in Serbia and its recognition on the international wine scene. 
 
"We are proud that there are more and more wineries that produce wines from Prokupac. This 
helps Serbia and its wine industry to be recognized as a genuine wine country with a long 
tradition and an identity. Foreign journalists, buyers, and experts will visit vineyards and 
wineries in Serbia where Prokupac is grown and produced and get acquainted with that grape 
variety on the spot. Thus, these days, when we celebrate Prokupac Day with a series of 
activities, our guests will be convinced that the Prokupac is in every sense a great variety, from 
which top and authentic wines are produced ", said Tomislav Ivanović from Vinska kultura. 
 
Velimir Stanojević, State Secretary at the Serbian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 
Management, said that the wine sector is recognized as strategically important for the 
development of the Serbian economy, as shown by incentives of 11 million euros for 
winemakers, of which 3 million for new plantations with the aim of reaching an area of 300 ha 
of new plantations. “We pay special attention to autochthonous domestic varieties, prokupac, 
bagrina, tamjanika, and other great varieties, under which only 8% are currently planted. The 
plan is to have 20% in the next few years. The focus is also on the production of organic wine, 
the segment in which consumption is growing worldwide. The spread of domestic varieties will 
help the affirmation and branding of Serbia as a wine country. Such manifestations also 
contribute to that, and I am especially glad that events in the previous days were organized in 
the very center of prokupac growing regions, Župa, Toplica, Sumadija and other parts of 
Serbia”, added Mr. Stanojević. 
 
“Highlighting Prokupac is a way to open peoples’ eyes to the story of wonderful Serbian wines 
and give Serbia a well-deserved place on the world wine map. USAID is supporting the 
Prokupac Days for the second year in a row, and I am glad that the event is growing, despite 
the challenging times for the hospitality industry. Our goal is to see Serbia’s economy growing, 
and generating new economic opportunities for young, talented Serbians. And Serbia’s 
agricultural sector, including wine, has an important role in achieving this goal”, stated Susan 
Fritz, USAID Serbia Mission Director. 
 
During the "Prokupac Week" in the period from 11 to October 18, a rich program takes place: 
exhibitions, tastings, and promotional activities, and restaurants throughout Serbia have the 
promotion of wine and gastronomic offers dedicated to the Prokupac.  
All details about events can be found on the website: www.prokupacday.rs 
 
 
 

http://www.prokupacday.rs/
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CONTACT: For information about the event and media accreditations, please contact Zdenka Kostić 

at 060 0501534 or zdenka.kostic@vf.rs. For more information about the USAID 
Competitive Economy Project, please contact Mirjana Jevtić at 062 623 524 or 
mjevtic@konkurentno.rs .  For more information about USAID, contact Mirjana Vukša 
Zavišić at 065 316 4530 or mvuksa@usaid.gov .   
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