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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Berry Business Forum, Serbia’s first international meeting 
of berry growers, opens in Belgrade 

 
Belgrade – Approximately 120 Serbian and regional berry growers, local and foreign experts, 
distributors, equipment manufacturers, and other stakeholders in the berry industry came 
together on 6 October at a conference held as part of the Berry Business Forum. This two-day 
event is organized by Agro Belgrade with support from USAID’s Competitive Economy Project, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, and the Netherlands Embassy in 
Belgrade. 
 
This was an opportunity for the participants to learn more about Serbia’s berry production 
capacity and exports, as well as global trends. Also, in focus were sourcing quality seeds and 
seedlings, adapting to climate change, and financing production, all key issues for growth of 
this promising sector. 
 
“In recent years, the local market has seen berry production expand. Growers are increasingly 
putting up modern plantations and investing in technology, certification, and labor, which is the 
right approach to ensuring robust growth. We’ve understood the importance of bringing them 
all together in one place so they can exchange experiences, hear first-hand advice from 
experts, and learn about global market forecasts and customer requirements, regardless of 
whether they’re selling to foreign distributors or Serbian retail chains. This is why the second 
day of the event, following the conference, will feature a visit to modern plantations on Mt 
Kosmaj and in Ruma,” said Vladimir Živanović, head of Agro Belgrade. 
 
“Serbia is a traditionally fruit growing country, with substantial segment of berry fruit production. 
Apart from raspberries and blackberries, blueberries production hiked in the recent years.  
Export of berry fruit amounted to mil 318 EUR in 2020, while the figures are encouraging for 
the first nine months of this year where blueberries production show a constant growth. To 
increase the competitiveness of this sector, we should expand the orchards and grow new 
certified varieties, utilize the latest scientific knowledge and modern technology, brand our 
products and engage in joint promotion in international markets,” said Velimir Stanojević, State 
Secretary at the Serbian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management. 
 
“People around the world should have the opportunity to eat Serbia’s delicious foods -- and 
Serbia’s growers and agribusinesses should have the opportunity to increase their profits by 
reaching those global consumers. The best paying markets demand the highest standards, 
and Serbian fruit and vegetable producers are upping their game to meet those standards and 
to take advantage of those more lucrative markets. That is why I’m delighted that USAID 
continues to support companies and growers in this sector through our Competitive Economy 
Project,” stated Susan Fritz, USAID Serbia Mission Director. 
 
“Agriculture is an important branch of the Serbian economy. Like Serbians, the Dutch live and 
breathe agriculture. Our two countries have long standing cooperation in the field of agriculture. 
Cooperation in berry fruit sector attracted lot of interest and is an example of a field in which 
natural partnerships can, should and are being built. Today’s Conference s an opportunity to 
share experiences, improve the knowledge and work towards more sustainable production in 
the future”, said Joost Reintjes, Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Serbia 
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Video of the Berry Business Forum is available on the Agro Belgrade YouTube channel. 
 
 

CONTACTS: For More information about the event, please contact Neda Živanović at 

pr@agrobelgrade.com or 069 500-8071. For more information about USAID’s Competitive Economy 

Project, please contact Mirjana Jevtić at 062 623-524 or mjevtic@konkurentno.rs. For more information 

about USAID, please contact Mirjana Vukša-Zavišić at 065 316-4530 or mvuksa@usaid.gov. 
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